Mud Cracks 


¢ Polygonal cracks that form when mud shrinks 
as it dries. 

¢ Indicating that the mud accumulated in 
shallow water that periodically dried up 
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Form when wet mud 
dries and shrinks 
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¢ Occasionally, very delicate sedimentary structures are 
preserved in rocks. Geologist have found imprints of 
raindrops that fell on a muddy surface and imprints of 
salt crystals that formed as a puddle of salt water 
evaporated. Like mud cracks, raindrop and salt 
imprints show that the mud have been deposited in 
shallow water that intermittently dried up 


¢ Fossils are any remains or traces of a plant or animal 
preserved in rock-any evidence of past life. Fossils 
include remains of shells, bones, or teeth; whole 
bodies preserved in amber or ice; and a variety of 
tracks, burrows and chemical remains. 
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Flute casts 
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Flame structures, Paleocene, Pt. Lobos, CA 
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Biogenic structures: Stromatolites 
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